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left: Visit to the Markt- und 
Schausteller museum in Essen 
on 3 June 2006. 

Museum owner Erich Knocke 
playing one of his street organs, 
a selection of the carved animals 
on display, some tour group 
members listen to the Voigt 
organ and Brigitte Aust giving a 
presentation about the origins of 
fairs in Germany.

this page: At the Historic 
Showmans Association fair at 
Herne-Crange.

top: Hans Schäfer’s 1904 Ruth 

organ

bottom left: Feldmann’s 1918 

Wheel (Riesenrad)

bottom right: Steiger-Buchholz 

1930 Caterpillar (Raupenbahn)



At Herne-Crange fair, 3 June 2006
below: Toni Schleifer greeting Brian Steptoe (Alex Fredebeul photo)
right: Carving and painting details on two of the Müller horses on the 
Schleifer family carousel. Toni and his father Jakob have two historic 
carousels.

opposite: Toni Schleifer’s carousel c1900 platform carousel 
(bodenkarussell) open at Herne-Crange





Visit to the 1780 carousel 
building at Hanau-Wilhelmsbad 
Staatspark, 4 June 2006
top left: Hanau mayor Claus 
Kaminsky welcomes tour 
members, in the restored 
reception room of the castle in 
the park. Lead member of the 
restoration team Stephan Bahn 
is on the left of the mayor.
right and below: Coach and 
detail of some of the Heyn and 
Müller hoses that replaced the 
originals when the ride was 
restored by Bothmann in 1896.



Underworks of the Wilhemsbad 
carousel, illustrating the major 
restoration that is needed 
to bring this ride back into 
operation. 

The diagram in the left photo 
shows a section through the 
ride, illustrating how it should 
turn on the centre pole that is 
seen on the left.
below left: Tour members 
having the restoration plans 
explained by Stephan Bahn.
below right: Tour members 
viewing the projection of two 
animated films simulating the 
ride in eventual use.





These images show the Wilhelmsbad carousel as it appeared 
originally in the park and the view of the carousel building as it 
is today. The painted view is copied from an illustration which is 
displayed in the museum in the park. 

The park was originally opened in about 1777 and was for 
‘taking the waters’ as a cure for ailments. The castle in the park 
was a retreat for Prince Wilhelm with his current mistress. The 
carousel construction was by an engineer named Cancrin. It was 
operated by horsepower assisted probably also by manpower, 
walking round in the pit area under the carousel building. This is 
the pit area shown on the previous page.

Next pages: The magnificent Hayner-Reitschul carousel in 
Dreieich-Dreichenhain operating in support of the 750-year 
annivarsary of the town. Tour members visited later in the 
afternoon of 4 June 2006.

This double deck (etagen) carousel dates from about 1900. It 
was originally owned by the Schneider family, but is now owned 
by a friends group, who reopened it in 1980. Horses are carved by 
Poeppig of Neustadt-an-der-Orla and by Lengle from Bruschal. It 
is only built up on a few occasions each year







Members of the tour group outside the 1913 (or possibly a later rebuild) children’s carousel in the English Garden in Munich on 6 June 2006



General view of the children’s carousel in the English Garden in Munich, showing coach & horses and the variety of animals in the centre section



top: NCA vice-president Jo Downey with Ed Angster 
and Brian Morgan on the children’s carousel, Munich

below: Three carvings on the centre section of the 
ride.

opposite page: View through the coach on the ride





Dr Florian Dering from 
the Stadtsmuseum, 
Munich showing the 
tour group round the 
museum storage depot 
at Allach, a suburb of 
Munich on 6 June 2006. 
Here he is explaining 
about the c1900 date 
painted canvasses from 
rides. Other items in the 
store included this coach 
in the form of a sleigh 
and the more bizarre 
‘sawing a woman in half’ 
model.



The storage depot contains a number of German showmans 
living wagons. Florian Dering is telling the group about these 
and two examples are shown. One of the most famous makers 
was Schumann of Zwickau, whose label is seen on one of the 
wagons. 
below left: Schumann-made showmans living van made in 1905. 
It finished travelling in the 1960s.



top: A hanging 
tapestry from a 
carousel, with a 
jugenstil design, 
seen in the 
Stadtmuseum, 
Munich on 6 June 
2006.

left: Solid wood 
carousel horses 
dating from about 
1820, in the 
Stadtmuseum, 
Munich



top left and below: Vernacular Alsace cottage and storks 

nesting in the Ecomusée, Alsace, visited on 8 June 

2006.

top right: from l to r - Susanne Fredebeul, Patricia 

Mullins, Raphael Fredebeul and John Kirkpatrick, seen at 

the Island of Mainau, Lake Constance, 7 June 2006



Centre of the 1909 Demeyer salon carousel facade, with art nouveau entrance and pay booth, Ecomusée d’Alsace, visited on 8 June 2006



left and right: Two statues by Devos, which are in front of 
the Demeyer salon carousel. The salon carousel was the last 
made by Bayol of Paris.
centre: Marc Grodwohl, director of the Ecomusée

following pages: The carousel in the salon building at the Ecomusée, showing parties 

of French schoolchildren enjoying their ride and spinning the tubs on the carousel









A selection from the carousel animals in the collection of François and Fabienne Marchal of Gérardmer, which we saw on the 
evening of 7 June 2006. The dragon top right is from their collection of Matthieu carvings of the 1950s. The cockerel above is by 
Spooner and the sheep is by Müller. Most others are by Bayol carvers of the late 1890s to the 1910s.



opposite page: Rosskopf double-deck (etagen) 
carousel in the Technical museum at Speyer. This 
was visited on 9 June 2006. It dates from c 1890. 

top right and below: Typical horses and painted 
droppers on the Rosskopf carousel. 







top left: The gothic town hall in 
Neustadt-an-der-Orla, which dates from 
1465, when the two separate buildings 
on each side were joined.
top right: Deputy mayor of Neustadt, 
assisted by a local schoolteacher 
translating into English, greeting the 
tour group in the town hall on 10 June 
2006.
bottom right: Members of the tour 
group and other invited attendees in 
the town hall at Neustadt

opposite page left: Views of the Altes 
Rathaus on the Untere Brücke in the 
beautiful town of Bamburg, where we 
lunched on 10 June 2006



l to r. : Alex Fredebeul, Rolf and Reinhardt Triebiger, grandsons of 
carver Thümmel, at Molbitz

Reinhardt Treibiger showing the group his Müller price list for carvings

Tour group in Molbitz on the morning of 11 June 2006

Rolf Ebert, grandson of R.Keime, who owned the Friedrich Heyn firm 
from 1907, talks to us (Alex Fredebeul photo)



Poster showing the Josef Hübner factory in Molbitz Schulze, later Poeppig and Hübner factory in Molbitz as it exists today

Former Friedrich Heyn factory in Molbitz, now private houses Former Adolf Schneider factory in Molbitz



Photo of the Poeppig carousel construction building at Molbitz, taken in 
about 1925. The building on the right still exists today. Molbitz was at the 
time a separate village from Neustadt, but they have now grown together.

Other locations visited on the tour but not illustrated in this photobook, included the Royal Court carousel in Munich, the Amalienburg hunting 
lodge in Munich, the city of Nuremberg, the gardens of Mainau and the largest beer barrel in the world at Bad Dürkheim


